Communications Briefing Note

To: Batchewana First Nation Chief and Council

From: Alex Syrette, Communications Manager

Date: November 24, 2025

Subject: Update on Bill S-2 — Amendments to the Indian Act (New Registration
Entitlements)

Purpose: To update leadership and members on the status of Bill S-2, recent Senate
amendments, and anticipated impacts for Batchewana First Nation.

1. Overview

Bill S-2, An Act to amend the Indian Act (new registration entitlements), continues to move
through Parliament.

The bill aims to correct long-standing inequities in the registration provisions of the Indian
Act, including issues related to enfranchisement, loss of natal band membership, offensive
language, deregistration options, and various rules that restrict who can pass on or receive
Indian status.

On November 18, 2025, the Senate Standing Committee on Indigenous Peoples (APPA)
completed its clause-by-clause review and adopted several importantamendments.

2. Key Senate Updates (November 2025)
Provisions Maintained (carried as originally proposed)
The following reforms remained unchanged and continue moving forward:

1. Enfranchisement fixes
Restoring entitlements to descendants of individuals who were enfranchised (often
involuntarily).

2. Natal band re-affiliation
Allows individuals, especially women who lost membership through marriage, to re-
affiliate with their birth community (primarily for ISC-managed band lists).



Voluntary deregistration
Allows individuals to remove themselves from the Indian Register if they choose.

Removal of outdated/offensive language
Replaces terms like “mentally incompetent Indian” with updated terminology.

New Amendments Approved by the Senate Committee

1.

Remedies for the Second-Generation Cut-off

The committee approved amendments to address inequities created by the
Second-Generation Cut-off rule.

These remedies will take effect after a 12-month implementation period once the
legislation becomes law.

This means new entitlements related to these amendments will not be immediate.

Remedies for the 1985 Cut-off (Bill C-31 transitional issues)
Addresses lingering discrimination from the 1985 reforms that created
inconsistencies in who could transmit status.

Also subjectto a 12-month implementation delay.

Removal of Non-Liability Clauses

The committee removed provisions that would have shielded the Crown from
claims related to historic inequities.

This is significant, it means individuals may retain the right to pursue certain legal
claims connected to pastregistration injustices.

3. Legislative Process: What Happens Next

Bill S-2 must still complete several steps:

Remaining in the Senate

Third Reading vote

If passed, the bill moves to the House of Commons

In the House of Commons

First Reading
Second Reading and debate

Standing Committee review (amendments possible)



e Report Stage
e Third Reading

If the House makes amendments, the bill returns to the Senate for approval.
Once both chambers agree, the bill receives Royal Assentand becomes law.

ISC anticipates the bill will reach the House of Commons before the end of 2025,
though this may change depending on parliamentary scheduling.

4. Impact on Current Applications
A. Applications related to enfranchisement

e These applications remain on hold until the enfranchisement amendments are fully
enacted.

B. Applications affected by Second-Generation Cut-off issues
¢« No hold process is currently in place.

e ISC will continue processing them under existing rules until the new provisions take
effect (12 months after Royal Assent).

5. Ongoing Collaborative Work

ISC’s Collaborative Process on the Second-Generation Cut-off and Section 10 Voting
Thresholds continues.

They are currently waiting forinput and solutions from First Nations and Indigenous
representative organizations.

This process may influence:
o future reforms to membership codes
e approaches to the “one-parentrule”
e Section 10 (band-controlled membership) voting requirements
¢ How communities decide membership beyond the federal registration system

Batchewana First Nation leadership may wish to remain engaged in these discussions
through regional leadership bodies or directly with ISC.



6. Potential Impacts for Batchewana First Nation

A. Membership Growth

With enfranchisement fixes and upcoming changes to cut-off rules, the Nation may see:
e anincreaseinindividuals reclaiming or newly gaining status

e potentialimplications for services, housing demand, program funding, and
representation

B. Governance & Administration
The Band Office may experience:

e moreinquiries

e moredocumentation requests

e aneed toreview citizenship policies to prepare for future changes
C. Re-affiliate Requests

If individuals previously lost membership to another band through marriage, some may
seek reconnecting to Batchewana, depending on how the Nation’s Section 10 code aligns
with ISC’s provisions.

7. Key Messages for BFN Members

e BillS-2 is moving forward and now includes new remedies for unfair cut-off rules
affecting many families.

e Enfranchisement and natal band affiliation reforms are unchanged and expected to
proceed.

e Some changes will take effect immediately, but others (especially cut-off remedies)
will apply one year after the bill becomes law.

e Applications relating to enfranchisement remain on hold; Second-Generation Cut-
off cases continue under existing rules for now.

e Batchewana First Nation will share more information as it becomes available and is
preparing to support members through these changes.



