
1BFN NEWSLETTER | COVID-19 UPDATES

Rankin Reserve..................15D
Goulais Bay Reserve........15A
Obadjiwan Reserve...........15E
Whitefi sh Island....................15

Administration Offi  ce
236 Frontenac St.
Batchewana First Nation
P6A 6Z1
Ph. (705) 759-0914
Fax (705) 759-9171

April 2020

Batchewana First Nation
Covid-19 Updates

BFN NEWSLETTER



2BFN NEWSLETTER | COVID-19 UPDATES

Chief & Council Update

A MESSAGE FROM BFN CHIEF & COUNCIL 

As we continue to adapt to the many rapid changes brought upon by the COVID-19 
pandemic it is crucial to remember that we as a people have survived many foreign 
diseases, epidemics and pandemics throughout the years. This virus is not like 
anything we’ve ever experienced but we are a resilient Nation and that is because of 
our inherent understanding of how to be respectful to each-other, how to be respectful 
to nature and how to be respectful to ourselves. 

To date, there has not been any positive cases of COVID-19 in any of our villages here 
on the eastern shores of Lake Superior. However, we need to be vigilante and proactive 
if we wish to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our communities. 

Our resilience historically was based on our ability to be adaptable and to be logically 
responsive to whatever we were being affected by. Social distancing is a concept we 
don’t normally align ourselves with however, in this instance, it’s imperative that we 
avoid contact with anyone other than our immediate family members. We also need 
to maintain the proper distance between people when tending to needs that may 
take us into public settings. We remind everyone to only venture out when absolutely 
necessary. 

Elders, please utilize the modified shopping hours provided by most stores in town, 
usually taking place between 7am-8am. BFN departments are doing their best to 
ensure all Elders (on and off reserve) are provided with essential items and are even 
delivering these staples when appropriate. BFN is also providing free transportation 
to Elders and those with special needs from our villages to access essential services 
including medical and food shopping.

Our Niigaaniin program has been busing stocking the shelves, as a matter of fact, 
we just purchased enough food to service 600 people. Our shelves are now filled to 
capacity to ensure our food bank is stocked for anyone in need. Those who would like 
to utilize this program can schedule a visit by calling 705-257-8581.

This past week our community volunteers, youth, staff, members of Council and 
myself delivered over 170 nutrition packages to those families enrolled in the nutrition 
program as well as 50+ members who signed up by calling in. We took every safety 
measure possible when delivering the packages to ensure minimal exposure for 
everyone. 
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We also delivered approximately 200 Elder’s Care packages to those who reside in the 
Algoma District.  We are utilizing the “Christmas Gift Card list”. Those who didn’t have 
a package delivered to their address will receive their package in the mail. Please note 
that there is a “Help Needed” Red sign in each package. We ask Elders to post this 
sign in their front window if they need anything. We are also asking our community 
members to please check on Elders by watching for these red signs.

We can’t stress enough the importance of hand-washing before eating, before leaving 
the house, returning home and after any human contact. As well as social distancing 
and self-isolating as often as possible. 

All of our community events have all been cancelled until further notice, we will still 
be providing essential services which are by appointment only. As well, we will be 
doing daily wellness checks on our Elders and those who are vulnerable within our 
communities.  

We want to make special mention of Batchewana’s pandemic planning and 
implementation committee who have been meeting tirelessly for a few weeks now 
trying to address all of the needs of our People’s in our villages in whatever way they 
can.

I also want to say kudos to your members of council who meet electronically almost 
daily to make sure decisions are being made so our People are supported. We try to 
make decisions based on our need rather than what’s in the envelope. We are working 
with Canada to be able to provide anything that might come up as a result of this new 
pandemic. Let us know how we can improve. 

We will continue with regular communication updates and encourage you to visit 
our website www.batchewana.ca and Facebook page (the BFN endorsed Facebook 
page has the logo at the top left of the screen, and a photo of the admin. office as the 
banner) as often as possible. 

Please contact your members of council or the administration through the contact 
numbers that are made available

Stay safe and be well. 

Chief & Council Update
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Executive Directors Note - Pandemic COVID-19

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS NOTE 

The Directors of Batchewana First Nation are hoping this note finds that all Members 
are doing well and staying healthy.  This is an incredibly stressful time for Batchewana 
First Nation.  I would like to thank you for being patient with us during our transition 
from working at the office to our homes.  Our Staff have done an incredible job at 
pulling together and being open to our new working environment.  Staff are part of a 
Pandemic Team, Long Term Pandemic Planning Team, and Front line COVID-19 Team to 
continue to provide direction and supports for our members and communities. If you 
see any of our staff in the community give them big thumbs up as they are out in the 
front lines bringing supplies and giving support to our members.  Updates are being 
done regularly on our website and our Facebook page, so please check them out.

As a team we want to reassure you that we have been, and will continue to provide 
support to the community by working in the back ground to ensure that our First 
Nation continues, and will be ready  to resume full operations at the end of this 
Pandemic. Stay safe, practice social distancing and stay home to protect our most 
vulnerable.  Be a warrior and stop the spread of COVID-19.

Miigwetch 

Kim Lambert, Chief Operating Officer
Jessica Cleminson, Director of Human Resources
Tanya Ventur Maville, Director of Business & Enterprise
John Igbokwe, Chief Financial Officer
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BATCHEWANA FIRST NATION OF OJIBWAYS

BATCHEWANA FIRST NATION OF OJIBWAYS

MOTION

MOTION

That Batchewana First Nation Chief and Council hereby Motion to support the 
continued practice of being on the land as we are in the habit of doing, as part of our 
treaty obligations fulfilment;
Further that when we are out on the land that this be limited to immediate family 
members in-residence and that we practice pandemic measures, social distancing, etc. 
And further that anyone going out onto the land notify either the BNR Department 
(dansayers@batchewana.ca), family members or friends of the date of the intent to 
leave and date of return.

All in Favour
Motion Carried

That Batchewana First Nation Chief and Council hereby recognizes, as per our inherent 
right, BFN members kindling fires when used for Ceremonial purposes, i.e., burning 
asemaa (tobacco) or sacred fires; 
Chief and Council further advise that during these cultural rites we are to adhere to all 
pandemic measures, i.e., small groups (under 5), social distancing, etc.;
And further that these fires are to be close to adequate water service (garden hose) 
and that the fire must remain attended.

All in Favour
Motion Carried

Motion No.:
Meeting Date: 
Motion By:
Seconded By:

6
April 16th, 2020
Councillor Dan Sayers, Sr.
Councillor Marlene Hewson

Motion No.:
Meeting Date: 
Motion By:
Seconded By:

12
April 16th, 2020
Councillor Dan Sayers, Sr.
Councillor Melissa Sayers
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Batchewana First Nation Covid-19 Pandemic By-Law Summary

KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE AND HEALTHY 

1. Allows Council in consultation with the Pandemic Planning Committee to make
   certain orders by way of motion that includes, but not limited to:
	 a.	 Implementing pandemic or emergency preparedness plans;
	 b.	 Regulating or prohibiting travel;
	 c.	 Regulating local business hours;
	 d.	 Banning fires and/or providing exceptions for such fires;
	 e.	 Allows Council to take such other actions or take other measures in
		  order to prevent or respond to the Covid-19 Pandemic.

2. Declares a state of emergency for BFN

3. Gives Council and the BFN police and other police services a legal foundation for
   the implementation of the By-Law.

* For any further questions on the By-Law please contact Stacy Tijerina, Legal 
Counsel, at 705-575-6122.
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Update from Batchewana Health Centre

• Access health care services  		  • Shop for groceries
• Pick-up medication at the pharmacy	 • Walk pets when required
• Support vulnerable community members with meeting the above needs

KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE AND HEALTHY 

Effective March 28, 2020, the province of Ontario has prohibited all public events 
and social gatherings larger than five people. This replaces the previous order which 
prohibited gatherings of over 50 people. Fines and/or other enforcement measures will 
be applied to people who do not comply. 
Effective March 30, 2020 all outdoor recreation areas, such as sports fields, 
playgrounds, and beaches and off leash dog parks, are now closed. This is an 
enhancement of Ontario’s previous order to close schools and non-essential 
workplaces. 

Stay home. If you must go out, it should only be for necessities. Limit these outing to 
once per week if possible. 

Physical or social distancing measures remain in place. Everyone should still only be 
going outside for essential purposes and limiting these essential trips as much as 
possible. This means only going outside to:

The state of emergency in Ontario is set to remain in place until April 17th, 2020 but, 
this may be extended. 

If you have a fever, dry cough, sore throat, and/or shortness of breath STAY HOME.  
Isolate yourself for 14 days and limit visitors. If you are in need of essential items, 
please ask friends, or community members outside of your household to pick them up 
and drop them off to you at your doorstep. 
 
You can call the Batchewana Health Centre at 705-254-7827, leave a message and we 
will call you back to make arrangements for obtaining essentials. 
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DISTANCING & ISOLATING

Public health offi  cials are advocating physical distancing as the best means of 
personal protection. It has proven more eff ective than wearing masks. Masks should be 
reserved for people providing essential services, people who have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19, and people who are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19.

It is now federal law that anyone returning from international travel outside of Canada 
must self-isolate. Any person who is exhibiting symptoms is no longer permitted to 
travel within or outside of Canada by plane or train. Again, non-compliance will result 
in enforcement measures, which may include fi nes.

CLEANING GUIDELINES 

 • Clean all frequently touched surfaces to remove visible dirt; use regular
    household soap or detergent and water.
 • Disinfect all frequently touched surfaces to kill germs and viruses on surfaces;
    most eff ective after surfaces are cleaned.
 • Commercial disinfectant that has a Drug Identifi cation Number (DIN) and a
    viricidal claim (removes 99.9 % of viruses, bacteria). Follow the instructions
    on the label; 
  • or Bleach water solution: one (1) part bleach and nine (9) parts water
     in a labelled spray bottle. Prepare new solution daily.
 • Alternatively, a combined cleaner/disinfectant product could be used.

IF YOU LIVE WITH SOMEONE WHO IS SYMPTOMATIC, PLEASE ALSO SELF ISOLATE
to contain the spread of this highly virulent/contagious illness. Ask asymptomatic 
family or friends who are NOT within your household to obtain essentials for you. You 
can contact the Batchewana Health Centre for assistance with this if required.

Update from Batchewana Health Centre

Wipe clean and disinfect all commonly touched surfaces in your home.

Groceries and essentials should be dropped off  at the door with no
contact to reduce any possibility of spread/transmission. Hand washing

and use of hand sanitizer is essential.
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Update from Batchewana Health Centre

INFORMATION & CONTACT

Every person over the age of 70, living with chronic illness, with multimorbidity, or 
a weakened immune system should still be self-isolating. For more information on 
limiting risk go to: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-
novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks.html 

COVID-19 testing will occur through Algoma Public Health if you are symptomatic and 
screened to require the test.

If you have fl u-like symptoms or any of the identifi ed symptoms of the 
COVID-19 virus (fever, cough, shortness of breath) please contact:

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0 or
Telehealth Ontario 1-866-797-0000 or Algoma Public Health at 705-759-5404

If you are experiencing diffi  culty breathing or experiencing other severe symptoms, 
call 911 immediately. And advise them of your symptoms and travel history. 
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FOOD BANK 

By appointment only to make sure we have all items available.

	 • Rankin Administration Office will be open Monday to Friday 1–4pm
	 • Goulais Complex & Obadjiwon Centre on Tuesday and Thursday 1-4pm
	 • Will be available once per month to individuals

If you require services from the Niigaaniin Department, please call to schedule an 
appointment as drop ins won’t be accepted

Rhonda Lesage at 705-759-0914 ext: 220 or Cell 705-257-8581
Rachel Boissoneau at 705-759-0914 ext: 219

NUTRITION PROGRAM 

For families with school age children, Grade SK- Grade 12. If you are not registered 
for the Nutrition Program on/off reserve; Please call Rankin Daycare and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. 

Batchewana Daycare: Linda Huber 705-759-0330

We will be dropping off to families. If your package is not dropped off due to no one 
being home, they can be picked up at Rankin Daycare after 1pm. Please call and we will 
set up a time for you to pick up in person. We will bring a nutrition package out to you 
when you arrive. We want to support our families and keep them safe as well. 

HEALTHY BABIES HEALTHY CHILDREN

If you have children between 0-6 years of age and are in need of diapers, wipes, 
formula or baby food please contact Erin Robinson 1-4pm @ 705-25478-24 ext: 155

Batchewana First Nation- COVID-19 Programs
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ELDERS PROGRAM

For Batchewana First Nation Elders aged 60 (+). Packages will be dropped off  door 
to door, if you are not registered for the Elders Program; Please call Rankin Daycare 
and leave your name, address, and phone number if you are not already registered. The 
next package will be delivered door to door on Wednesday April 8, 2020 in Rankin, 
Goulais and Obadjiwon starting at 10am.

If you do not wish to receive a package please call and leave a message to let us know.

Contacts: Linda Huber 705-759-0330 OR Lisa McCormick 705-255-1870

TRADITIONAL HEALTH

Please contact Renee Rouselle 1-4pm @ 705-254-7824 ext: 140

For Elders Shopping Assistance, Please Contact:
Erin Robinson: 705-254-7824 ext: 155
Sabrina Danby: 705-254-7824 ext: 142

Batchewana First Nation- COVID-19 Programs
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Benefit Updates

WHAT IS THE CERB? 

The CERB is a taxable government payment meant to temporarily help those grappling 
with job loss or other circumstances that have resulted in sudden loss of income due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

	 • It offers $2000 per month and is paid in blocks of four weeks, which amounts
	    to $500 a week. A maximum of 16 weeks or four months of benefits can be
	    paid.
	 • The CERB is available from March 15 to Oct. 3, 2020. You can apply no later
	    than Dec. 2, 2020. Your payments will be retroactive to your eligibility date.
	 • Benefits will start within 10 days of you submitting an application. There is no
	    waiting period.
	 • While the benefits are taxable, tax is not deducted when it is paid to you. You
	    must report the CERB payments as income when you file your taxes for 2020.

WHO CAN APPLY FOR THE CERB? 

You can apply for the CERB if you:
	 • Were let go from your job, your hours have been reduced to zero and you and
	    do not have paid leave or other income support.
	 • Were let go from your job and are eligible for Employment Insurance – regular
	    or sickness benefits.
	 • Still have your job but have been temporarily laid off and asked not to come
	    to work.
	 • Are sick or quarantined – you do not need a medical certificate as proof.
	 • Are taking care of someone who has contracted COVID-19.
	 • Are a working parent who has to stay home, without pay, to care for your
	    children or other dependents whose care facility is closed.
	 • Are self-employed and would not otherwise qualify for Employment
	    Insurance (EI).
	 • Are a contractor and would not otherwise qualify for EI.
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WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA TO APPLY FOR CERB?

The CERB is only available to those who have stopped working due to reasons related 
to COVID-19.

If you are currently looking for a job, you are not eligible for the benefit. For example: 
students who may have had a job last year and were planning on working this summer 
do not qualify.

WHAT DOCUMENTS DO I NEED TO SUBMIT?

You do not need extensive documentation immediately to apply for the CERB. You 
could be asked to provide additional documentation to verify your eligibility at a future 
date.

You will need to provide:
	 • Your personal contact information.
	 • Your Social Insurance Number.
	 • You’ll need to confirm you meet the eligibility requirements.

To apply for CERB you must fulfill the following criteria:
	 • You must reside in Canada and be at least 15 years old.
	 • You must have a valid social Insurance Number.
	 • You must have stopped working because of COVID-19 related reasons or are
	    eligible for Employment Insurance – regular or sickness benefits.
	 • You had income of at least $5,000 in 2019 or in the 12 months prior to the
	    date of applying for CERB. This can be from employment, self-employment,
	    maternity/paternal benefits under the EI program or a combination of those
	    sources.
	 • You expect to be without employment or self-employment income for at
	    least 14 consecutive days within the first four-week period. For the rest of the
	    benefit periods, you expect to have no employment income.
	 • If you are not a citizen or a permanent resident, you may be eligible to receive
	    the CERB if you meet other eligibility requirements – including international
	    students and temporary foreign workers.

Benefit Updates
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Benefi t Updates

CERB VS EI

If you have stopped working because of COVID-19, you should apply for the CERB 
whether you are eligible for EI or not. On April 6, the federal government is launching a 
single online portal to assist with the CERB application process. Until then, if you have 
lost your job and are eligible for EI, you can continue to apply for it. In addition, you 
should also continue to apply for other EI benefi ts like maternity leave, parental leave, 
care-giving, fi shing and work-sharing as applicable to your situation.

Whether you receive EI or CERB depends on when you became eligible for EI:
 • If you are already receiving EI regular benefi ts, you will continue to receive
    them until the end of your benefi t period.
 • If you became eligible for EI on March 15 or later, your application will
    automatically be processed through CERB.
 • If your EI benefi ts started before March 15 and end before Oct. 3, you can then
    apply for the CERB if you meet the eligibility requirements.
 • After you stop receiving the CERB you can still receive EI if you are
    eligible. Further, the period for which you received the CERB does not aff ect
    your EI entitlement.
 • If you have applied for EI but your claim has not been processed yet, you
    do not need to reapply for the CERB – you will continue to receive EI benefi ts
    if you became eligible for them before March 15. If you became eligible after
    March 15, your claim will automatically be processed under CERB.
 • If you are receiving maternity/parental or other special benefi ts and you
    cannot return to work after you fi nish collecting them due to reasons related
    to COVID-19, you may be eligible to apply for CERB.

You cannot be paid Employment Insurance benefi ts and the 
Canada Emergency Response Benefi t for the same period.
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Benefi t Updates

WHEN SHALL I APPLY FOR THE CERB?

The CRA has set up specifi c days for you to apply:

WHEN TO EXPECT PAYMENT

 • If you are getting your payment by direct deposit, expect your payment
    within 3 business days from the day you submitted your application.
 • If you are getting your payment by cheque, expect to get the cheque within
    10 business days from the day you submitted your application.

IF YOU WERE BORN IN THE MONTH OF... APPLY FOR CERB ON...

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH MONDAYS

APRIL, MAY, JUNE TUESDAYS

JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER WEDNESDAYS

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER THURSDAYS

ANY MONTH FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS

Apply again every 4 weeks. You will need to apply and confi rm 
your eligibility for the Canada Emergency Response Benefi t every 
4 weeks (to a maximum of 16 weeks) if your situation continues.



16BFN NEWSLETTER | COVID-19 UPDATES

Benefi t Updates

CHANGES TO EXISTING BENEFITS, CREDITS OR SUPPORT

Goods and services tax/harmonized sales tax (GST) credit payment amounts

 • The Government will provide a one-time special payment on April 9,
    2020. This payment will double the maximum annual GST/HST credit
    payment amounts for the 2019-20 benefi t year.
 • You will get the extra payment amount automatically if you normally
    receive the GST/HST credit and have fi led a 2018 tax return.
 • The average boost to income for those benefi tting from this measure
    will be close to $400 for single individuals and close to $600 for
    couples.

Learn more: FAQs Increase to the GST/HST credit amount: CRA and COVID-19
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefi ts/
covid-19-gsthstc-increase/covid-19-frequently-asked-questions-gsthstc-
increase.html

CANADA CHILD BENEFIT (CCB) PAYMENT AMOUNTS

• If you are getting your payment by direct deposit, expect your payment
    within 3 business days from the day you submitted your application.
 • If you are getting your payment by cheque, expect to get the cheque within
    10 business days from the day you submitted your application.

TAX FILING

The due date for fi lling individual tax returns has been extended to June 1, 2020.  
Taxpayers will have until September 1, 2020 to pay any 2019 income tax amounts 
owed.
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Benefit Updates

CANADA PLAN/CANADA PENSION PLAN DISABILITY

If you are applying for a Canada Pension Plan or Old Age Security benefit, did you 
know that you can apply for your Canada Pension Plan Retirement Pension, Canada 
Pension Plan Disability Benefit or Old Age Security/Guaranteed Income Supplement 
online through your My Service Canada Account?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Service Canada is strongly encouraging our clients to 
apply for these benefits online, from the safety of your home. You will not be required 
to submit documentation to support your application at this time. Service Canada may 
be requesting these documents at a later date, but in the meantime, work can begin on 
your application.

OLD AGE SECURITY

If you are applying for a Canada Pension Plan or Old Age Security benefit, did you 
know that you can apply for your Canada Pension Plan Retirement Pension, Canada 
Pension Plan Disability Benefit or Old Age Security/Guaranteed Income Supplement 
online through your My Service Canada Account?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Service Canada is strongly encouraging our clients to 
apply for these benefits online, from the safety of your home. You will not be required 
to submit documentation to support your application at this time. Service Canada may 
be requesting these documents at a later date, but in the meantime, work can begin on 
your application.

ONTARIO DISABILITY SUPPORT PROGRAM

If you are on ODSP you have to request additional support during COVID-19 by calling 
or emailing your worker.

ODSP can issue the following;
	 •	 $100 for singles
	 •	 $200 for couples and families 

It is not automatic so please contact your case worker.
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Addiction, Mental Health, and Problem Gambling Direct
Call 1-866-531-2600

Live System Specialists standing by to listen, off er support and
provide information on mental illness. Call 24/7 for mental health

and addictions system navigation and information.

For anyone feeling lonely, depressed or suicidal.
24 hours a day, 7 days per week.

Call: 705-759-3398

 Social Distancing Keep our Community Safe 

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS HELPLINE

SAULT STE MARIE DISTRESS LINE

Talk4Healing is a 24 hours, 7 days a week culturally grounded, fully confi dential 
helpline for Indigenous women. Available in 14 languages all across Ontario.

1-855-554-HEAL or chat online @ talk4healing.com1-855-554-HEAL or chat online @ talk4healing.com
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NNADAP Clients In Need

For any NNADAP clients who require assistance that are a current client or 
who may need some assistance, please contact Carla Salt at 705-987-2808 

from Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

For anyone who requires assistance with substance/alcohol use, the following is 
available:

The RAAM clinic will be open for some face to face patient interactions and will still 
be providing face to face service as needed, the majority of navigating, treatment 
planning, assessments etc. will be done on the phone to minimize the risk of spreading 
COVID-19, however they will assess the need for patient interaction on a case by case 
basis. Currently the availability of the RAAM clinic is Monday-Friday 8am to 4pm. 
Please reach out if you are struggling OR call the addiction treatment clinic main 
phone line (705-759-6684) and clerical will direct your call.

Anyone requiring assistance in regards to the COVID-19, please refer to the number 
below regarding the City’s new community hot-line which has been created to respond 
to public enquiries related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The number to call is 705-574-1220 or email hotline@cityssm.on.ca.

Hours of operation: 8:30am – 4:30pm, 7 days a week.

The purpose of the community helpline to assist residents, who are dealing with 
mandatory isolation, with the following items:

• To provide information and referrals to accurate information sources
 • To provide referrals to service providers who can meet the requests
 • To provide services for cases that cannot be achieved through other methods
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NNADAP Clients In Need

For Youth Wellness Clients or Batchewana First Nation Youth who may need 
and/or require assistance please contact Kylie Sharpe at 705-989-4584 from 

Mon-Fri 8:30am to 4:00pm )R email KSharpe@batchewana.ca

For any youth who may be experiencing a Mental Health emergency and/or crisis 
past the allotted hours the following resources are available:

Kids Help Line 1-800-668-6868
Access to a councillor over the phone or through text messaging 24/7.

First Nation and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line 1-855-242-3310
Access to a councillor over the phone or through chat online. Languages available 
through Inuktitut, Cree, Ojibway, English, French.

LGBT Youth Line
Access to a peer support line for 2SLGBTQ youth available from 4-9:30pm EST.
Access through text messaging 647-694-4275.

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND DURING THIS TIME THROUGH THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC THE IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL DISTANCING: 

 • Social Distancing is the best way to keep yourself, your family,
    and your community safe.
 • Avoid Gatherings of more than 5 people
 • Only leave your home when absolutely necessary (i.e., grocery
    shopping for essential needs).
 • Avoid contact with the elderly, immune compromised, and
    individuals with pre-existing health conditions as they are the
    ones who are most at risk during this time.
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The Nutrition, Early ON, and Health programs will be handing out packages to families 
registered with the nutrition program. We have put together 50 extra packages for 
families with school age children who are not registered with the program. They can 
call Rankin Daycare and leave their name, phone number, and address. 

We will be dropping off  to families every two weeks at 10am. If you did not get a 
package parents can call Rankin Daycare after 1pm and we will have a pickup schedule 
to pick up in person. 

Please keep in mind that this is a diffi  cult time for everyone. We wanted to let our 
elders and families receiving packages know that we are handing out one (1) per 
household. We have been receiving numerous requests and numbers are increasing 
weekly and want to ensure we have enough for everyone in need. If you do not need 
an elders or nutrition package you can also leave us a message and we will take your 
name off  of our list. Please make sure you leave us a name, address and phone number 
to contact you.

Miigwetch and stay safe.

Nutrition Program Update

Rankin Daycare 705-759-0330
Parents of children who are not in school(0-3yrs), and need support can reach 

out to Healthy Babies program at the Health Center.

Erin Robinson 705-254-7827 ext: 155 and leave message
Batchewana First Nation Nutrition, Early ON, BLC, and Health programs
want to say Happy Easter to everyone in our communities, and have a

SAFE long weekend. 
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Batchewana Learning Centre Update

The Batchewana Education Department
 

Presents 

A NEW WEBSITE!!

Visit:   https://sites.google.com/view/bfnblc 

We want to help support BFN students

during this difficult transition to

distance learning. 

Gain access to tutoring services, at-home education

resources and tutorials, tips in managing behaviour,

and much more!  

We will be updating the website daily, and

welcome any feedback through our Contact Page.

Click
Me!
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Batchewana Learning Centre Update

BFN’s new education portal:
https://sites.google.com/view/bfnblc

Kids at home: 
https://cemo.uwaterloo.ca/resources/cemo-at-home.php

Algoma District School Board: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home

Huron Catholic Separate School Board:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home

Scholastic Canada:
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html

In addition, below is a list of websites providing valuable resources
for at home learning:
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ALL VISITORS ARE RESTRICTED EXCEPT FOR THE FOLLOWING:

All deliveries are to be accepted at the main entrance of the building.

• Medical Care   • Red Cross
•Prescription Deliveries • PSW’s
• Food Deliveries  • Family Care Members

Due to the rapidly evolving COVID-19 Pandemic, we are taking the following 
precautions:

In addition, we are taking extra security precautions and have hired a Security 
company to monitor the premise to ensure compliance with social distancing.

Tenants are to comply to these restrictions.

Housing Management
April 2020

RANKIN APARTMENTS
VISITORS RESTRICTED
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Important Message for Indigenous Communities

REGARDING COVID-19 

The Public Health Agency of Canada is actively monitoring the situation regarding 
COVID-19 - the novel coronavirus.

We all have a role to play to prevent the spread of germs within our communities – to 
protect ourselves, our families, and those at higher risk.

Together, we can take the following steps to slow the spread of COVID-19 by making a 
conscious effort to keep a physical distance between each other:
	 • Avoid crowded places;
	 • Avoid non-essential community and cultural gatherings;
	 • Avoid handshakes;
	 • Keep a distance of at least 2 arms lengths (approximately 2 metres) from
	    others, as much as possible;
	 • Limit contact with people at higher risk (e.g. older adults and those with other
	    health conditions).

Also, wash your hands often, cough and sneeze into your arm, throw out used tissues 
right away, clean and disinfect shared surfaces and avoid touching your eyes, nose or 
mouth.

For more information about the novel coronavirus visit Canada.ca/coronavirus or call 
the Government of Canada’s toll free line at 1-833-784-4397.

A message from the Government of Canada
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Niigaaniin Services

ATTENTION

During this unprecedented time, we’ve taken steps to not only ensure the safety of 
you, our clients, but too – our staff . That said, we’ve already taken these steps and as 
news about COVID-19 continues to unfold – we will adapt as necessary. 

Please be advise that May 2020 Cheques will be available on April 28, 2020 by direct 
deposit or for pickup between the hours of 1-4 pm at the BFN administration Offi  ce 
Front Desk. Clients please submit your monthly bills as soon as possible this can also 
be done via email at rlesage@batchewana.ca or fax @ 705-254-4392. 

Food Bank-  by appointment only to make sure we have all items available.

 • Rankin Administration Offi  ce will be open Monday to Friday 1–4 pm
 • Goulais Complex & Obadjiwon Centre on Tuesday and Thursday 1-4pm
 • Will be available once per month to individuals

If you require services from the Niigaaniin Department, please call to schedule an 
appointment as drop ins won’t be accepted
Rhonda Lesage at 705-759-0914 ext: 220 OR cell 705-257-8581
Rachel Boissoneau at 705-759-0914 ext: 219

If you require services from the Niigaaniin Department, please call to
schedule an appointment, as drop-ins won’t be accepted

Rhonda Lesage at 705-759-0914 ext: 220 OR cell 705-257-8581
Rachel Boissoneau at 705-759-0914 ext: 219
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Spring Clean Up 2020

COMING END OF MAY 2020

Watch for updates on the BFN website www.batchewana.ca and Facebook Page

No burnt or waterlogged mattresses
No Tires, Fridges, Freezers, Air Conditioners    

Paint products, Car Parts or Automobiles

ALL GARBAGE MUST BE BAGGED OR BOXED

 COVID – 19 RESTRICTIONS
THE PUBLIC WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO REMOVE ANY GOODS OR ITEMS LEFT AT 
THE CURBSIDE DURING SPRING CLEAN-UP COLLECTION.

Please have your Spring Clean-up garbage out no later then 8 A.M. on pick up dates 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO DISPOSE OF ANY UNSAFE & OTHER HAZARDOUS 
REFUSE ETC.

If you have any questions please contact 
Agnes Lidstone @ 759-0914 ext. 236

GOULAIS BAY RESERVE............................................................................May 18th 
RANKIN RESERVE.........................................................................................May 21st
Includes Old Garden River Road/Case Road/& Third Line
OBADJIWAN RESERVE.............................................................................May 20th 
Includes Lands Held In Trust on Superior Street
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Emergency Contact List 

Dean Sayers   deansayers2002@yahoo.ca  705-257-1696
Dan Sayers Sr.   old-cat33@hotmail.com  705-975-1693
Lynn Tegosh   lynntegosh@hotmail.com  705-206-9000
Marlene Hewson  marlenehewson2019@gmail.com 705-943-9080
Mark McCoy   mwmccoy1974@outlook.com  705-975-3095
Melissa Sayers   msayers22@hotmail.com  705-206-9151
Pete Sewell   psewell222529@live.com  705-255-7979
Harvey Bell   harvey@batchewana.ca  705-992-3011
Gary Roach   g.roach@shaw.ca   705-257-6540
Sandra Kenny   councilsecretary@batchewana.ca     705-987-2998
Council Secretary
Stacy Tijerina   srtijerina@tijerinalaw.ca  705-575-6122
Legal Counsel

Kim Lambert   klambert@batchewana.ca  705-975-1993
Chief Operating Offi  cer
John Igbokwe   jigbokwe@batchewana.ca  780-660-5803
Chief Financial Offi  cer
Jessica Cleminson  jcleminson@batchewana.ca   705-992-3755
Director of Human Resources  
Tanya Venturi Maville  tmaville@batchewana.ca  705-946-9135
Director of Business & Enterprise
Tammy Desjardins  tammy@batchewana.ca               705-206-1995
Human Resources Generalist
Alex Syrette   alex@batchewana.ca   705-255-8407
Communications
Jessica Boyer-Bennet  jessica@batchewana.ca  705-206-2020
Employment & Training Manager
Linda Huber   lhuber@batchewana.ca  705-759-0330
Director of Children’s Programming
Lisa McCormick  lisamc@batchewana.ca  705-255-1870
Housing Manager

Dan Sayers Sr.   old-cat33@hotmail.com  705-975-1693

John Igbokwe   jigbokwe@batchewana.ca  780-660-5803
Chief Financial Offi  cer

Marlene Hewson  marlenehewson2019@gmail.com 705-943-9080

Tanya Venturi Maville  tmaville@batchewana.ca  705-946-9135
Director of Business & Enterprise

Alex Syrette   alex@batchewana.ca   705-255-8407
Communications

Linda Huber   lhuber@batchewana.ca  705-759-0330
Director of Children’s Programming

Melissa Sayers   msayers22@hotmail.com  705-206-9151

Harvey Bell   harvey@batchewana.ca  705-992-3011

Sandra Kenny   councilsecretary@batchewana.ca     705-987-2998
Council Secretary

CHIEF AND COUNCIL

ADMINISTRATION
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Kristen Roach   kristen@batchewana.ca  705-987-3700
Bingo Manager
Kris Bain   kbain@batchewana.ca  705-971-2318
Arena Manager
Joyce Senecal   jsenecal@batchewana.ca  705-206-2381
Obadjiwan Coordinator

Brenda Sayers   bsayers@bfnedu.com   705-542-2259
Finance
Christine Sayers  csayers@bfnedu.com   705-941-8221
Post Secondary
Lana Jones   ljones@bfnedu.com   705-206-3972
High School
Rainbow Agawa  ragawa@bfnedu.com   705-805-7440
Elementary
Jenny Sayers   jsayers@bfnedu.com   705-971-9482
BLC Secretary
Kimi Wesseliu   nkimi@hotmail.com   705-206-6016
BLC Teachers Assistant                     
Anna Canduro   teacher@bfnedu.com   705-971-7985
BLC Teacher
Rachelle Lambert  rlambert@bfnedu.com  705-943-9297
Special Needs

Emergency Contact List 

Kris Bain   kbain@batchewana.ca  705-971-2318
Arena Manager

Christine Sayers  csayers@bfnedu.com   705-941-8221
Post Secondary

Kimi Wesseliu   nkimi@hotmail.com   705-206-6016
BLC Teachers Assistant                     

Rainbow Agawa  ragawa@bfnedu.com   705-805-7440
Elementary

Rachelle Lambert  rlambert@bfnedu.com  705-943-9297
Special Needs

BFN FACILITIES

EDUCATION STAFF
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Carolyn Ainslie  cainslie@batchewana.ca  705-254-7827 ext. 132
NIHB Clerk
Bonna Dalton   medtrans2@batchewana.ca  705-254-7827 ext. 0
Medical Transportation Driver
Erin Robinson   hccp@batchewana.ca   705-257-5827 ext. 135
RN Home & Community Care Manager, Healthy Babies Healthy Children
Sabrina Danby  hccc@batchewana.ca   705-257-5827 ext. 142
RPN Home and Community Care Coordinator
Renée Rousselle  chn@batchewana.ca   705-943-9255 ext. 140
RN Community Health Nurse Manager    705-943-9255 (Cell)

Rhonda Lesage  705-759-0914 ext. 220 OR 705-257-8581 (Cell)
Niigaanin Manager
Rachel Boissoneau  705-759-0914 ext. 219

Danny Sayers Jr  dansayers@batchewana.ca  705-943-3177
Natural Resource Manager
Leeann Sewell   leeannsayers@hotmail.com  705-255-3325
BNR Administration  leeann@batchewana.ca 
Vic Bolduc   vbolduc@batchewana.ca  705-989-7188
Mining and Aggregate

Emergency Contact List 

Bonna Dalton   medtrans2@batchewana.ca  705-254-7827 ext. 0
Medical Transportation Driver

Rachel Boissoneau  705-759-0914 ext. 219

Leeann Sewell   leeannsayers@hotmail.com  705-255-3325
BNR Administration  leeann@batchewana.ca 

Sabrina Danby  hccc@batchewana.ca   705-257-5827 ext. 142
RPN Home and Community Care Coordinator

Nimkii-Naabkawagan Family Crisis Shelter
705-941-9054 | Toll Free: 1-866-266-1466

BFN Police Services
1-888-310-1122

BATCHEWANA HEALTH CENTRE

NIIGAANIN STAFF

BATCHEWANA NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 


