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BATCHEWANA FIRST NATION

Rankin Reserve 15D, Goulais Bay Reserve 15A, Obadjiwan Reserve 15E, Whitefish Island 15

June 2024



Communications from the Chief

Ahnii, Boozhoo

First, | like to let our Band Members know we
have filled the Chief Executive Officer vacancy.
Katherine Henschel, a BFN Band Member has
been selected for the position. She will officially
start on June 10", 2024.

The RHTLF Annuities is certainly an unprece-
dented historical event. It is safe to say it is a
gargantuan learning curve for all of us. To date,
we have accomplished:

* Portal launch for Band Members Only

* Six (6) Hybrid Community Meetings including
off-reserve, Goulais Bay, Obadjiwan and

online.

* Miigwetch to those who completed the “BFN
Input Cards”. These cards are summarized
for review by the Chief and Council.

* Six (6) Banking Information Collection dates
have been completed.

« Two other Banking Information Collection
dates are evening sessions planned for
June 16 & 26 from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm to
accommodate those who cannot attend dur-
ing the day.

e For your convenience, there is an email:

rhtbanking@batchewana.ca. that you can

use to send in your completed banking in-
formation. For those online submissions,
the next step is the verification of documen-
tation. Please be patient with this process.

* Wills and Estates Information Sessions
have been held for both On-Reserve
and Off-Reserve.

Reminder to attend on May 28 the
‘Building a Healthy Relationship with

your Finances” Workshop at the Rankin
Arena. Starts at 6:30 pm.

For questions and Input from Band
Members you can submit these via the
email rhtinfo@batchewana.ca

The next phase focuses on Band Member
Engagement sessions targeting smaller
groups including Youth, Elders, and Off-
Reserve.

On May 16" | met with the Minister of
Mines, George Pirie. The agenda entailed
discussion regarding the Batchewana First
Nation's “Notice of Assertions”, and consul-
tation with our First Nation and the tradition-
al territory.

We look forward to change, and new expe-
riences as we lay the groundwork for mov-
ing forward.

Baamaapii

Chief Mark McCoy
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ONLINE BANKING SUBMIS-
SION UPDATE

Miigwetch for your patience. With the large
influx of submissions to the RHT Banking
email, we are experiencing a backlog for con-
firmation. All submissions will receive an
email confirming receipt and a telephone call
to confirm information. We ask that you do

not send multiple submissions.

Please be patient with the response time from
staff. Our BFN staff are doing their best to
gather and confirm every member’s infor-
mation.

We request that when you submit your bank-
ing information online ensure all the docu-

mentation is complete. Incomplete docu-

mentation packages will be returned.

Access to BFN-RHT Information

First-Hand Information For Batchewana First Na-

tion Members

BFN Band Members' sources of first-hand infor-
mation are the following:

Batchewana First Nation PORTAL
Miigwetch for your patience as the technicalities

(glitches) of the system are being sorted out by
the host service provider.

Batchewana First Nation Facebook page
Link: https://www.facebook.com/batchewanafn/

Look in the box on the upper left side of the page
for the “Intro, Welcome to the official Facebook
page for Batchewana First Nation! Endorsed by
BFN leadership”.

IN PERSON BANKING
INFORMATION

COLLECTION DATES

RANKIN ARENA
THUNDERBIRD ROOM

June 13, 2024,
from 3:00PM-8:00 PM

AND

June 26, 2024,
from 3:00PM-8:00 PM

Requirements:

1. BFN RHT Direct Deposit Form

2. “VOID” cheque or Bank Deposit Slip or Bank
Letter confirming your banking information
(such as a letter or form completed by your
bank and signed or stamped by a bank repre-
sentative), with the BFN form.

3. Copy of Indian Status registration Card and one

QUESTIONS and/or INPUT
FOR THE BFN-RHT

Send your questions and input Via email:

rhtinfo@batchewana.ca
Note: We will obtain an answer to your ques-

tion and then post the response to the portal
under the tab “FAQ” (frequently asked ques-
tions). If your question needs legal advice,
we will suggest you seek legal counsel.
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WILLS AND ESTATES

What is an estate?

A person who, pursuant to the Indian Act, is regis-
tered as an Indian or is entitled to be registered as
an Indian. An estate includes real (immovable)
property, (e.g., land and buildings or structures),
and personal (movable) property, that someone
owned or had in their possession when they died.
Anyone who owns something has an estate. These
assets caninclude items such as: a home, cars,
bank accounts, stocks, bonds, mutual funds, life
insurance policies, retirement plans, business in-
terests, furniture, jewelry, artwork, and collec-
tions.

What Happens When You
Die Without A Will? On-
Reserve

Appointment of an Administrator

The Indian Act, in particular, the estates' sections
42-50.1 and the Indian Estates Regulations, give
the Minister of Indigenous Services Canada the
authority to 1) approve a will, 2) declare a will to be
void in whole orin part, and 3) appoint an adminis-
trator or executor of an estate.

If a person living on a reserve dies without a will or
does not name an executor in their will, Indigenous
Services Canada will appoint someone to manage
the estate. The appointed person is known as the
administrator and has the same duties as an exec-
utor.

Who inherits when there is no will in Canada?

If you have no spouse or descendants, your estate
goes equally to your parents. If only one of them is
alive, they receive the whole amount of your es-
tate. If you have no spouse, descendants, or sur-
viving parents, your estate will be split equally
among your siblings.

Community Garden
Call Out For Volunteers
Fresh Air, Fresh Veggies, Friends
For further information call:

Mary Masicot, Volunteer
705 759-0345

Regis Poulin, Community Health Rep
705 254-7827

Tom Tegosh, Youth Center Coordinator,
705 975-4175
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The name "Batchewana" is derived from the Ojibwe word Batchawana (or spelled badjiwanung),
meaning "current at the strait" or "narrows and swift water there", and refers to the turbulent or bub-
bling waters flowing between Batchawana Island and Sand Point where the lake narrows and a strong
current and undertow results. The Ojibwe believed this was caused by an underwater spirit about to

surface.

The name "Batchawana" is derived from the Ojibwe word obatchiwanang (or spelled badjiwanung),
meaning "current at the strait" or "narrows and swift water there", and Anishinaabemowin being an
action-oriented language refers to the turbulent or bubbling waters flowing between Batchawana Is-
land and Sand Point where the lake narrows and a strong current and undertow. Itis here that the un-

derwater spirit panther known as Mishipeshu is said to reside.

BAWAHTING
Different Spellings Through the Course of History

Bawatig, Baawitigong, Bawating, Bawahting

Waabgonii Giizis [Waub-go-nee Gee-zis] ....Blooming Moon....June

During this moon all the plants display their Spirit sides for the world to see. We are encouraged to
explore our own spiritual sides.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ojibwe_language
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Join us
When:  June 151", 2024

Time: 12:00 pm — 2:00 pm
Where: Rankin Arena
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vent is based on fundig! (aveaways & lunch avadable whi supplies lest)



