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FALL BEGINS 

The autumn equinox, which comes around every September for the Northern Hemi-
sphere, marks the official astronomical start of fall as Sunday, Sept. 22 at 8:44 a.m. 

FULL MOON, SUPER MOON, HUNTER’S MOON 

The full Hunter's Moon peaks on Thursday, October 17, 2024 … and it's a Super-
moon! As with last month's full Moon, the Hunter's Moon rises around the same 
time for several nights, so start looking for it on Wednesday, October 16! October’s 
full Hunter Moon orbits closer to Earth than any of the other full Moons this year, 
making one of the four supermoons of 2024! At its nearest point, the Buck Moon will 
be 222,055 miles (357,363 kilometers) from Earth… this is the closest Supermoon of 
the year!   

“Supermoon” is a catchy term for what astronomers call “a perigean full Moon,” 
which is when the full Moon happens at or near its closest point to Earth in its oval-
shaped orbit. While a supermoon is technically bigger and brighter than a regular 
full Moon, it only appears about 7% larger—which can be an imperceptible differ-
ence to the human eye, depending on other conditions.  Source:  Farmers’ Almanac 
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Families In our Ojibwe language when we talk about our relatives, it is always in relation to 

somebody.  For instance, when we use the term “nookomis” what we are saying is “my grand-

mother.”  “Gookomis” is your grandmother.  In our area, there is no word for “a grandmother.”  

These relationships are expressed in our language and cannot be said without indicating the 

relationship.   

Nookomis, Nimaamaanaan* My grandmother, My (our) grandmother 
Gookomis Your grandmother 

Gookomisinaan Our grandmother, (also used to refer to the 
earth and the moon) 

Nimaamaa* or Ninga My mother My mother 

Gimaamaa* or Giga Your Mother 

Omaamaaya*n or Ogiin His/her mother 
    

Imbaabaa*, indeed* or noos my father 

Gibaabaa*, gidede*, or goos your father 

osayenyan his/her older brother 

    

nishiime my younger sister or brother 

gishiime your younger sister or brother 

Oshiimeyan his/her younger sister or brother 

    

nimisenh my older sister 

gimisenh your older sister 

omisenyan my grandfather, my (our) grandfather 


